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Distribution and Relative Abundance of Large Mammalsin Khlong Saeng Wildlife Sanctuary
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Abstract

A study on the distribution and relative abundance of large mammals in Khlong Saeng Wildlife
Sanctuary was undertaken from February 1997 to January 1999 to investigate the status of large sized wild
animals after the construction of Ratchaprapha Dam that caused a change in the wildlife habitat. The study
was conducted using two methods. Groups of twelve | kilometer transects were set in seven locations to find
out the frequency of occurrence of mammal tracks. Wild mammals were also surveyed in 54 locations using
camera traps to determine distribution and relative abundance. One thousand and twenty six trap nights were
conducted over the survey sites. Fourteen species of large mammals, elephant, tapir, gaur, serow, samber deer,
leopard, clouded leopard, golden cat and eleven species of small carnivores were found. The results showed
two important wildlife habitat sites, Khlong Saeng and Khlong Ya which have a high abundance of wild
animals. The survey of tracks and camera trapping showed that wild boar had the highest abundance in the
sanctuary. The track survey also showed that tapir and barking deer and the lowest abundance while the
camera trapping showed that fea’s barking deer and elephant had the lowest abundance. For the camivores,
sun bear had the highest abundance.

From the presence of track wild boar, barking deer, tapir and gaur are distributed through the
sanctuary areas while elephant and sambar deer occurred in some part. Camera trapping enabled the presence
and distribution of fea’s barking deer and serow to be recorded as these two species are difficult to recognise
by their tracks

The results showed that tracks surveys for herbivorous mammuls was more effective for distribution
studies than camera trapping. Camera trapping was useful for surveying carmivores especially small

carnivores.
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